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Long and awkward loads –  
handle them safely

Safe and cost effective materials handling is a crucial 
aspect of any business. This is especially true of the 

steel industry, where products are typically heavy, long, 
or oversized and therefore potentially dangerous if not 
handled correctly.

Forklifts have long been the preferred method for lift-
ing, storing and loading procedures, but a forklift is not 
just a forklift, as the Irish manufacturer Combilift proved 
when it launched the first of its now wide range of prod-
ucts just over 20 years ago. Its multidirectional C-Series 
models revolutionised the handling of long products, by 
enabling their low level, sideways transportation, allowing 
substantial space savings to be made. This vastly enhances 
operational health and safety, whilst reducing the risk of 
product damage.    

Steel stockholders, structural steel fabricators, steel man-
ufacturers and modular building manufacturers around 
the world have enjoyed marked benefits by replacing com-
binations of other types of forklifts or cranes, with Com-
bilift products. These include multidirectional trucks with 
lift capacities of up to 30t, the Combilift Straddle Carriers 
(Combi-SC) and Mobile Gantries (Combi-MG) which can 
lift loads of more than 100t, as well as stand-on forklifts 
for lighter loads.     

Australian steel fabricator CFS Industries, uses two mul-
tidirectional Combilifts to safely manoeuvre their long 
loads around its site, and also acquired a 35t Combi-SC to 
make the preparation of loads ready for despatch equally 
safe. Their MD Sean Adam explains: ‘Structural steel is not 
uniform in size, so the larger elements are loaded first, 
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reducing visibility the higher up you go, with personnel 
standing on the trailer to guide the forklift driver. With 
the SC we can prepare a full load at ground level which is 
then lifted by the SC and deposited directly on the trailer 
bed. We have reduced the risks associated with working at 
height and improved productivity too, as the whole proce-
dure is 50% quicker’. 

AJN Steelstock operates over 55 multi-directional Combi-
lift products at two sites in the UK, with lift capacities from 
7 to 18t.  Joint MD Alan Boyden said: ‘We switched to 
Combilifts to ensure safe and space saving manoeuvering 
of our long products, as moving 18m beams with a coun-
terbalance truck was nowhere near ideal. These robust and 
multi-purpose Combilifts make a valuable contribution to 
our aim to establish and maintain the highest standards of 
health and safety performance within our industry’. MS

www.combilift.com

Manage your steel more safely and 
more productively using less space 
with Combilift’s materials handling 
solutions

combilift.com

Safety 
Storage
Efficiency 

• Safer product handling 
• Optimised production space 
• Improved storage capacity 
• Increased productivity & 

output 
• Enhanced profits


